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Alaska, Japan, Asia & North America

43° 13’ N 142° 51’ E

Alaska to Japan: Ring
of Fire to Ainu Culture
Trace the Pacific’s “Ring of Fire” between Alaska’s

volcanic Aleutian Islands and the rugged island of

Hokkaido, Japan. Discover the wild, seldom-visited

islands of the Bering Sea, encountering millions of

seabirds as well as northern fur seals and bears in the

Pribilof and Aleutian Islands. View the towering

volcanic cones that frame Hokkaido—home to more

than 51 volcanoes—and explore how these dramatic

landscapes have shaped Ainu and Shinto traditions and

centuries of Japanese history.

From

$ 21,000 / per person
Does not include flights

DATES
Jul

DURATION
19 or 20
Days

SHIPS

National Geographic Resolution

STARTS AT
Sapporo,
Japan

ENDSAT
Nome,
Alaska
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Highlights

Explore the dramatic Aleutian Islands, where volcanic

cones rise from the sea and wildlife thrives—from

pods of orcas and porpoises to otters and seals

Search for the sacred red-crowned crane on a visit to

the wetlands of Kushiro on Hokkaido

Learn about the culture of Hokkaido’s indigenous

Ainu people on visits to a village and a living history

museum

Experience the Pribilof Islands, remote seabird

enclaves teeming with whiskered auklets,

red-legged kittiwakes and horned and tufted puffins
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Day by day

DAY 1

Sapporo, Japan
Arrive in Sapporo and transfer to your hotel.

DAY 2

Sapporo / Otaru / Embark Ship
The capital of Hokkaido, Sapporo is known for its
relaxed atmosphere compared to Japan’s more
bustling cities. Enjoy the city of Sapporo and the
culinary delicacies of the region before embarking
the ship in Otaru this afternoon.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 3

Southern Hokkaido Island
Today the ship arrives at the southern tip of
Hokkaido Island. Rapid modernization in the
late 1800s transformed this region, creating a
unique blend of contemporary development,
traditional fishing villages, and historic castles and
fortifications from earlier eras of Japanese history.
Explore the preserved buildings and walls of these
landmarks or simply soak in the natural beauty
overlooking the Tsugaru Strait.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 4

Aomori
On the northern coast of Japan’s main island
of Honshu is Aomori City. With the Hakkōda
mountains in the distance, this bountiful
countryside is known for its apple orchards,
world-famous seafood, local treasures of Tsugaru
lacquerware and painted kites. Explore the tranquil
Seiryu-ji Temple with its impressive bronze statue
of Dainichi Nyorai. Learn about Nebuta Matsuri,

the summer festival with colorful papier-mâché
floats, and see the amazing artistry up close.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 5

Muroran
Dock at Muroran and choose to drive to
Shikotsu-Tōya National Park, filled with mirror-like
lakes and forest-covered hills set against the
silhouette of the Mount Yōtei stratovolcano.
Alternatively, drive to the lush town of Shiraoi to
visit the newly opened National Ainu Museum
and Park, an open-air museum where visitors can
experience various elements of Ainu culture.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 6

Kushiro
Arrive on the northeastern shore of Hokkaido.
With a deep connection to the sea, Kushiro is
known for a variety of seafood, fresh from the sea.
Experience the bustle of the local market, where
the daily catch is on display. Explore the Kushiro
City Museum and delve into the rich history of
the city and the traditions of the Ainu people.
Following your morning of exploration, enjoy a
meal loved by locals: robata-yaki, or “fireside
grilling.” You will select your favorite seafood
and grill it over the hot coals at your seat—a very
special treat.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAYS 7-11

At Sea
As the ship sets a course for the Aleutian Islands,
enjoy discussions with your naturalists. Join them
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on deck to identify the seabirds that follow the
ship and the volcanic cones in the distance that
make up the “Ring of Fire.” Be on the lookout for
unexpected visits from whales and other marine
mammals. There is also an array of shipboard
activities to enjoy: attend a photo workshop with
your National Geographic photographer, treat
yourself to a massage or a wellness class or cozy
up in the library with a good book. As you make
your way toward North America, you will gain a
day crossing the International Date Line.

International Date Line note: This itinerary crosses
the International Date Line, resulting in the repeat
of one calendar day (July 19) as you sail from Japan
to the Aleutian Islands.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAYS 12-15

Exploring the Aleutian Islands
With 69 islands, countless islets and tens of millions
of seabirds, the Aleutians offer much to discover.
Spend four days exploring these rugged and
remote volcanic islands—some of which still harbor
active volcanoes. Learn about the culture of the
Aleuts, fishing and hunting people who have
inhabited these islands for millennia. Observe
marine mammals such as northern fur seals, Steller
sea lions and a variety of whales, as well as prolific
birdlife. Witness how the weather—wind, rain, fog
and glorious sunshine—impacts all aspects of life in
this spectacularly scenic region.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 16

Baby Islands / Dutch Harbor
The westernmost tip of the Alaska mainland gives
way to a 1,100-mile-long string of islands that
separate the Bering Sea from the northern Pacific:
the Aleutian Islands. Explore this wildlife-rich
archipelago in the Baby Islands, east of Unalaska.

Here, dynamic tides offer the chance to look for
sea otters and fur seals, as well as rare seabirds.
Stand on deck as the ship navigates Baby Pass and
be on the lookout for the islands’ wildlife. Arrive
at Dutch Harbor, site of a fierce World War II battle
and now one of the world’s most important fishing
ports.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAYS 17-19

Pribilof Islands / St. Paul and St.
George Islands / At Sea
A naturalist’s paradise, the Pribilof Islands welcome
three million seabirds and a million marine
mammals each summer during the breeding
season. Cruise beneath the cliffs of St. George,
rocky outcrops that harbor one of the largest
seabird colonies in the Northern Hemisphere.
Watch for horned and tufted puffins, red-legged
kittiwakes, crested auklets and rare Asian vagrant
species seldom seen in North America. Go ashore
on St. Paul, home to the majority of the Pribilofs’
more than half a million northern fur seals. After
two days exploring these remote islands, strike off
across the Bering Sea toward Nome, Alaska.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 20

Nome, Alaska / Disembark Ship /
Anchorage
Arrive in the remote city of Nome, on the coast
of the Bering Sea. Enjoy breakfast on board and
disembark to explore the town prior to your flight
to Anchorage. Lunch is included in town before
boarding the flight. In Anchorage, transfer to the
airport for flights home.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch
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Eastbound
Sapporo, Japan → Nome, Alaska

2027 DEPARTURE DATES

AboardNational Geographic Resolution

12 Jul

2028 DEPARTURE DATES

AboardNational Geographic Resolution

11 Jul
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Special Offers

TAKE FLIGHT. FINDWONDER.

Book from September 15, 2026, to November 4, 2026

and receive air included up to $2,000 per person,

deducted from air fare with the purchase of cabin fare

on select 2027 departures. Must call to book air fare.

To qualify for offer, airfare must be ticketed by

Lindblad Expeditions Air Department. If airfare

higher than $2,000 per person, guest will be required

to pay any amount in excess of $2,000 per person as

add-on cost on reservation invoice. Any unused air

credit not redeemable for cash or credit.

Valid for new bookings only on select 2027

departures, subject to availability, not applicable on

land programs or itinerary internal air and may not

be combined with other offers. Baggage fees may

incur additional costs and seat assignments may not

be guaranteed. Flights subject to airline cancellation

policy. Valid for US and Canadian residents only.

Additional restrictions may apply.

SUITE EXCLUSIVES

Spacious living areas and incredible views immerse

you in the beauty of your marine surroundings.

Our new Suite Exclusives package helps make your

voyage all the more memorable. Learnmore

CELEBRATE LIFE'SMILESTONES

Celebrate a milestone with a group of eight or more

and enjoy a special amenity package including: 5%

savings on voyage fares, custom group photo, US$150

shipboard credit for the group, and other special

gifts. Milestone celebration to be communicated at

time of booking.

10%OFF BACK-TO-BACK VOYAGES

Save 10% on consecutive departures, applicable

on voyage fares only and not valid on extensions

or airfare. Valid for new bookings only, subject to

availability, and may not be combined with other

offers. Call for details.

SAVE 5% TRAVELINGAS AGROUP

Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8 or more

people. Valid for new bookings only on select

departures, subject to availability, not applicable

on extensions, and may not be combined with other

offers. Call for details.

COMBININGOFFERS

Certain offers may be combinable, up to two savings

opportunities, except where noted otherwise.

For example, travel with a group of 8 or more on

back-to-back expeditions, and take advantage of

both savings.

https://www.expeditions.com/landing/suite-exclusives/
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INCLUDED IN PRICE

All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per itinerary;

all meals as indicated in the itinerary, both aboard and

onshore; beer, wine, cocktails, liquors and spirits aboard the

ship (except certain premium brands which are available

for purchase); hors d’oeuvres, 24-hour access to snacks,

premium coffees and teas, non-alcoholic beverages, and

filtered water; excursions and airport transfers to and from

recommended flights, as indicated in the itinerary; crew

gratuities; exploration tools curated to destination, such as

Zodiacs and kayaks; guidance and company of our leading

expedition staff; assistance by the National Geographic

Photographer and Lindblad Expeditions-National

Geographic certified photo instructor; access to the OM

System Photo Gear Locker; presentations by expedition

staff and expert guest speakers; complimentary reusable

water bottle; onboard physician consultations; morning

stretch classes and 24-hour access to exercise equipment;

24-hour access to lounges, observation decks, library, and

other shared spaces; park and site entrance fees, special

access permits, and port taxes. Unused services or items

included in our programs are non-refundable.

NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE

Airfare (except flights* when indicated as included); pre-

and post-expedition extensions; additional hotel nights

(except when indicated as included); private transfers;

laundry, spa treatments, Wi-Fi, and phone services (except

when indicated as included); travel protection plans; and

passport, visa, and immigration fees.

*Recommended flight costs include flight(s) that take

place during the date range of your trip to transport

travelers from one itinerary destination to another. This

cost also includes ground transportation, luggage transfer,

and airport assistance. If you prefer to arrange your own

flights privately, have alternate means of transport, or wish

to modify at a later time, please contact an Expedition

Specialist at 1.833.400.0831

Additional costs associated with medical services outside

onboard physician consultation.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN

We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of

our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive

coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs

incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss

of baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during

your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.

residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to

final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are

non- refundable once plan is purchased. Learn more about

our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.

com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

CANCELLATION POLICY

Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.

com/cancellation-policy/

https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/
https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/
https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/

