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Europe, British and Irish Isles, & Scotland

58° 58’ N 2° 57’ W

Scotland’sWild Isles:
Shetlands, Orkneys
and Inner Hebrides
From the Isle of Skye and its picturesque villages to the

dramatic landscapes of remote Shetland and Orkney,

delve into vivid histories and stunning scenery aboard

this active 8-day voyage. Discover archaeological sites

steeped in ancient mythology. Explore medieval

castles, Viking ruins, and early Christian sites. Beyond

Scotland, encounter significant seabird colonies on

Northern Ireland’s Rathlin Island. Experience the thrill

of true exploration as you spend days charting courses,

by Zodiac and on foot, based on the expertise of your

expedition leaders, naturalists, and local guides.

From

$ 8,900 / per person
Does not include flights

DATES
Apr, May and
Jun

DURATION
8 Days

SHIPS

National Geographic Explorer

STARTS AT
Edinburgh,
Scotland

ENDSAT
Dublin,
Ireland
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Highlights

Spend time on Rathlin Island, home to Northern

Ireland’s largest puffin colony and the unique ”upside

down lighthouse”

Embark on an expedition day on the western coast of

the Isle of Skye to explore its rugged shoreline and

dramatic landscapes

Uncover the Viking heritage and stunning scenery of

remote Shetland and Orkney: delve into their unique

cultures with local historians, explore ancient brochs

and hike across island trails

Stroll through the renowned and picturesque

Inverewe Gardens in Loch Ewe while keeping an eye

out for the ”Scottish Big Five”: red squirrel, red deer,

otter, seal and golden eagle
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Day by day

DAY 1

Edinburgh, Scotland / Embark Ship
Arrive in Edinburgh and transfer to the city center.
Explore the city—known throughout time for its hill
fort, now the iconic Edinburgh Castle—at your own
pace before embarking the ship in the afternoon.

Meals included: dinner

DAYS 2-4

Shetland and Orkney
Rounding the most northern region of the United
Kingdom, spend the next three days winding your
way south through Shetland and Orkney, both
with their own heritage and traditions. Shetland
is composed of 16 individual islands and offers the
chance to delve into its Viking and Norwegian
roots, as well as its farming culture on the edge
of the ocean. Orkney offers its own highlights,
including the capital of Kirkwall and the famed
harbor of Scapa Flow. Your expedition team will
make the most of these days by calling at remote
piers and beaches by Zodiac. You’ll explore ancient
brochs overlooking the North Sea and hike across
island trails.   

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAYS 5-6

Loch Ewe / Isle of Skye 
Sail south along the coast to Loch Ewe, inhabited
over the centuries by crofting villages and used as
a gathering point for maritime trade and military
convoys. Today, one of the best known highlights
of the Loch is Inverewe Gardens, initially curated
by a private land owner and currently looked after
by the National Trust of Scotland. Enjoy a relaxed
morning amongst the gardeners tending the early
season beds, while keeping an eye out for the

Scottish Big Five of red squirrel, red deer, otter,
seal and golden eagle that call this area of the
world home.

The next day, sail through the Sea of the Hebrides
to the Isle of Skye, long known for its rugged
landscapes, picturesque fishing villages and
medieval castles. Enjoy an expedition day along its
coast exploring inlets and villages that this region
is known for—and possibly a wee dram of the local
libations.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 7

Rathlin Island, Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland’s largest puffin colony is perched
precariously on seaside cliffs. It is also home
to thousands of seabirds including guillemots,
razorbills, kittiwakes and fulmars. Take the shuttle
up to the cliffs and home to the Rathlin West Light,
the “upside down lighthouse,” built between 1912
and 1917. From here, you can peer over the cliffs
and observe the seabirds that call these dramatic
drops home. After getting your fill of the cliffs
and panoramic sea views, hike along the country
lane back to the harbor and witness daily island life
around you.

Meals included: breakfast, lunch, dinner

DAY 8

Dublin, Ireland / Disembark Ship
Disembark in Dublin and transfer to the airport for
flights home.

Meals included: breakfast
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Westbound
Edinburgh, Scotland → Dublin, Ireland

2027 DEPARTURE DATES

AboardNational Geographic Explorer

02 Jun

2028 DEPARTURE DATES

AboardNational Geographic Explorer

05May

Alternative Routes
Visit Expeditions.com for more information.

2027 Departure Dates

09 Jun

2028 Departure Dates

28 Apr, 12 May
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Special Offers

TAKE FLIGHT. FINDWONDER.

Book from September 15, 2026, to November 4, 2026

and receive air included up to $2,000 per person,

deducted from air fare with the purchase of cabin fare

on select 2027 departures. Must call to book air fare.

To qualify for offer, airfare must be ticketed by

Lindblad Expeditions Air Department. If airfare

higher than $2,000 per person, guest will be required

to pay any amount in excess of $2,000 per person as

add-on cost on reservation invoice. Any unused air

credit not redeemable for cash or credit.

Valid for new bookings only on select 2027

departures, subject to availability, not applicable on

land programs or itinerary internal air and may not

be combined with other offers. Baggage fees may

incur additional costs and seat assignments may not

be guaranteed. Flights subject to airline cancellation

policy. Valid for US and Canadian residents only.

Additional restrictions may apply.

SUITE EXCLUSIVES

Spacious living areas and incredible views immerse

you in the beauty of your marine surroundings.

Our new Suite Exclusives package helps make your

voyage all the more memorable. Learnmore

CELEBRATE LIFE'SMILESTONES

Celebrate a milestone with a group of eight or more

and enjoy a special amenity package including: 5%

savings on voyage fares, custom group photo, US$150

shipboard credit for the group, and other special

gifts. Milestone celebration to be communicated at

time of booking.

SAVE 5% TRAVELINGAS AGROUP

Save 5% when traveling as a group of 8 or more

people. Valid for new bookings only on select

departures, subject to availability, not applicable

on extensions, and may not be combined with other

offers. Call for details.

COMBININGOFFERS

Certain offers may be combinable, up to two savings

opportunities, except where noted otherwise.

For example, travel with a group of 8 or more on

back-to-back expeditions, and take advantage of

both savings.

https://www.expeditions.com/landing/suite-exclusives/
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INCLUDED IN PRICE

All accommodations aboard ship or in hotels per itinerary;

all meals as indicated in the itinerary, both aboard and

onshore; beer, wine, cocktails, liquor and spirits aboard the

ship (except certain premium brands which are available

for purchase); hors d’oeuvres, 24-hour access to snacks,

premium coffees and teas, non-alcoholic beverages, and

filtered water; excursions and airport transfers to and from

recommended flights, as indicated in the itinerary; crew

gratuities; exploration tools curated to destination, such as

Zodiacs and kayaks; guidance and company of our leading

expedition staff; assistance by the National Geographic

Photographer and Lindblad Expeditions-National

Geographic certified photo instructor; access to the OM

System Photo Gear Locker; presentations by expedition

staff and expert guest speakers; complimentary reusable

water bottle; onboard physician consultations; morning

stretch classes and 24-hour access to exercise equipment;

24-hour access to lounges, observation decks, library, and

other shared spaces; park and site entrance fees, special

access permits, and port taxes. Unused services or items

included in our programs are non-refundable.

NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE

Airfare (except flights when indicated as included); pre-

and post-expedition extensions; additional hotel nights

(except when indicated as included); private transfers;

laundry, spa treatments, Wi-Fi, and phone services (except

when indicated as included); travel protection plans; and

passport, visa, and immigration fees.

Additional costs associated with medical services outside

onboard physician consultation.

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN

We strongly recommend our guests to take advantage of

our Travel Protection Plan. This plan offers comprehensive

coverage to protect you from cancellation fees, costs

incurred due to trip delays/interruption, damage or loss

of baggage, medical assistance, and evacuation during

your travels. Our Travel Protection Plan is available for U.S.

residents only, and may be purchased any time prior to

final payment due date, Travel Protection premiums are

non- refundable once plan is purchased. Learn more about

our Travel Protection “Plus” Plan: https://www.expeditions.

com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/

CANCELLATION POLICY

Review our cancellation policy: https://www.expeditions.

com/cancellation-policy/

https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/
https://www.expeditions.com/terms-conditions/travel-protection-plan/
https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/
https://www.expeditions.com/cancellation-policy/

